
CAWS AGM



About CAWS

• Represents local residents and 
businesses

• Seeks to achieve changes and 
improvements to the quality of life 
and wellbeing of local people

• Promotes community cohesion

• Coordinates community action

• Increases awareness and consults on 
future developments

• Provides a link between residents and 
businesses and the local authorities

• Run entirely by volunteers 

• No formal authority or power

• No formal funding 

• Commitment to recycle any funds 
raised through local events etc. back 
into the community
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Chairs Report – Peter Richardson



Response to Planning Consultations

• Local Plan

• Neighbourhood Plan 2A

• Neighbourhood Plan 2B



Speedwatch Speedwatch Team

• has increased to 5 trained volunteers, 
enabling us to add a third site - we now have 
2 on Corsham Rd and 1 on Folly Lane 

• the average number of vehicles an hour at 
each site is 500

Wiltshire’s Speed Enforcement Team 

• has increased so there are more traffic 
officers carrying out speed checks.  They also 
check  MOT, insurance and Points Totter and 
analyse camera footage for other offences 
such as seat belts and mobile phone use 

• speeds of up to 52mph have been recorded

SIDs

• cover 3 sites in our area: West Hill, Shaw Hill 
and Corsham Rd.  They are usually deployed 
every few weeks. 

     We would love more volunteers!



Other Road Safety – “Marginal Gains”

Complete

• SLOW signs Corsham Road, Shaw Hill, 
Folly Lane

• Road Surface & Pothole Repairs

Pending

• Halo Lights on Zebra crossing

• School Travel Plan

• Pedestrians in Road (PIR) signs (1- 
opposite Pear Tree, 2 – west of junction 
of 150 – 157c West Hill)

• SLOW markings at PIR locations

• New Sign at West Hill gateway (offside) 
"WHITLEY - Please drive carefully"



• Sold out, but…

• Available at local libraries and Swindon 
and Wiltshire History Centre 

• 2nd Edition largely complete but 
publishing delayed until 2025

• Atworth History Group, Monday 7 
October at 7.30 PM at Atworth Village 
Hall



Other activities – Litter Picks, Trees, Telephone Box Library, Christmas 
Tree, Chatty Benches, Support to SVH, CEG, Melksham Foodbank, 
etc…

Litter Picks
Chatty Benches
Topography Signs
Telephone Box Library
CEG







Topography Signs



Telephone Boxes





Call for Volunteers

• Organising Committee for Summer 
2025 Event – Chair, Team and 
Volunteers

• Speedwatch

• Telephone Box Painting

• Technical Experts for BESS Stage 2 
(See later)



And finally…

• Congratulations to Whitley Stores

• Thank you, Mike and Leila, Evergreen Meadow

• And my thanks:

➢CAWS Committee

➢CAWS Officers

➢BESS Working Group

➢CEG 

➢Our members, residents, volunteers, local businesses, local 
councils and other community groups, all of whose support is 
essential and appreciated
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Treasurer’s Report – Joan Boorer
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Secretary’s Report – Dan Pike
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Elections



Lobby, Meet, Reinforce, Repeat

CAWS AGM 2024

BESS Update

Peter Richardson



“Whitley is the wrong location for a BESS”

Front 1 – Whitley is the wrong site
• Reasons 

• Developer meetings/correspondence

• Question bank
• Demonstrate that  Stage 1 

Consultation was ineffective
• Request to be consulted on the 

Statement of Community Consultation 
for Stage 2 Statutory Consultation

• Respond to PINS et al on the EIA 
Scoping Report 

• Neighbourhood Plan comments
• Cumulative Impact and the 

“necessity” of such facilities
• Leaflets and posters

Front 2 – BESS Facilities are unsafe, not 
properly regulated, do not contribute 
to net zero ambitions and result in 
higher electricity prices

• Research
• Highlight safety, regulatory, economic, 

and consumer issues with regulators 
and other stakeholders

• Build networks & make contacts

• Let LDS know what we are up to (but 
not the detail)

• Prepare for the next stage of the NSIP 
process







Who we have written to…



Primary Papers and Correspondence (not including emails, messages and notes) 



“We again express our gratitude to all those who submitted feedback to our Stage One consultation for Lime Down Solar Park, and look 
forward to soon making the Consultation Summary Report available. If anyone has yet to sign up to our Keep Informed list, please do so 
at https://www.limedownsolar.co.uk/register-here and you will receive a direct notification when this document is made available.

We would also like to acknowledge that the non-statutory Stage One consultation did not include a significant amount of detail regarding 
our plans for Lime Down, as it was intended as an initial stage of community consultation on an early iteration of the project. The Stage 
Two Statutory Consultation, which we expect to take place in early 2025, will include much more information on our proposals and we 
will be consulting you on a more detailed plan for the project. 

We remain confident in our plans to generate up to 500 MW of clean, renewable energy while improving local biodiversity and d elivering 
for local communities. Along with proposed energy storage capabilities, our plans for Lime Down also include a community benefits 
package for onsite and/or offsite enhancements (e.g. public access, recreation and amenity improvements), and we look forward to 
presenting you with these more detailed proposals at Stage Two. 

In the meantime, our communications lines remain open should anyone have any queries regarding the development process and where 
we are today. Contact us by:

•Email: info@limedownsolar.co.uk
•Freephone information line: 0808 175 6656 (Free of charge)
•Freepost: FREEPOST Lime Down Solar (Free of charge, no need for a stamp)”

Statement from IGP 11 September 2024

https://www.limedownsolar.co.uk/register-here
mailto:info@limedownsolar.co.uk


Next Steps

Up to Site Selection 
Stage… More of the above If Whitley is Selected… Consider appointment 

of experts

Raise funding if 
necessary

Engage in development 
of Statement on 

Community 
Consultation

Respond to Statutory 
Consultation

Review and comment 
on PEIR

Respond to DCO Media Regulators

Lobby, Meet, Reinforce, Repeat



Outlook?

• We have very strong technical, 
engineering, environment, and planning 
positions:

➢Water/Flood
➢Drainage
➢Ecology
➢Heritage
➢Public Heath
➢Public Protection
➢Landscape
➢Cumulative Impact
➢Etc

But…

• Net Zero policies encourage such schemes

• There is a lot of money at stake

• The land is available and in same ownership as 
some of the likely cable run land

• Close to substation

• The safety and security risks are not widely 
understood

• The developer is very hard nosed

• The developer is assumed to be well financed

• The NSIP process is uncertain (N.B. Lincolnshire 
and Sussex approvals)

We should focus on how government policy is implemented and discharged 



Call for BESS Volunteers

• Water/Drainage/Hydrology 
• review/challenge the developers DCO 

submission
• work with external experts if appointed
• liaise with LPA et al

• Financial Modelling
• support development of shadow business 

case and financial model

• Chemistry/Safety
• challenge HSE et al on COMAH etc

• Marketing and Communications
• Media
• Report template





Shaw & Whitley 
Community 
Emergency 
Group (CEG)

• Created after the Sept 2014 floods

• Core team

• Call out team

• Grant application in for a SVH antenna, more first aid training, 
racking, smoke detectors, earthing etc



https://youtu.be/fj0wDM8Z-S4

https://youtu.be/fj0wDM8Z-S4
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Cllr Phil Alford – Wiltshire Council



Thank You
whitley.and.shaw@gmail.com

mailto:whitley.and.shaw@gmail.com
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